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Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 

Areas of early interest 
 

Letter from the Convener to the Scottish Police Authority 
 

At its meeting today, the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing highlighted a number of 
early areas of interest that it wishes to consider in the coming months, including: 
 

  local policing arrangements and accountability; 

  the relationship between the Scottish Police Authority (SPA), Police Service 
of Scotland (PSoS) and the Scottish Government; 

  the delivery of national responsibilities, including counter-terrorism and 
organised crime; 

  budget allocation and savings; 

  police staff numbers, including the impact of any staff reductions on front-
line officers; 

  scheme of arrangements for the SPA and PSoS on human resources and 
finance responsibilities; 

  information technology provision; 

  independent custody visiting; 

  complaints handling; 

  the policing of trunk roads; and 

  the Scottish Government’s strategic policing principles, SPA strategic plan, 
Police Scotland annual plan, and Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary 
for Scotland work plan. 

 
Please note that this list is not exhaustive and will develop as and when issues arise. 
However, The Sub-Committee would welcome updates on any of the issues above, 
as appropriate, and, in particular, any idea of timescales for their delivery to ensure 
that we consider particular issues at the most appropriate time.  
 
The Sub-Committee further agreed to focus on local policing at its next meeting on 
18 April and to invite Deputy Chief Constable Rose Fitzpatrick to give evidence at 
that meeting. We are also exploring the possibility of holding a number of fact-finding 
visits in the coming weeks. 
 
Finally, while we understand the reasons why the papers for today’s SPA meeting 
were published late, we would welcome assurances that papers for future meetings 
will be published several days in advance.  
 
The Committee would welcome a response by 12 noon on Monday 15 April, if 
possible. 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing  
28 March 2013 
 


